
The Source is the Key 
 
John 17:26 “And I have declared unto them Thy name, and will declare it: that the love 
wherewith Thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 
The Greek word “agape” for love was not used excessively until the Christians utilized it to 
describe the unique love shown to us by God. It describes a love very different from what is 
normally thought of. Typically, love for something or someone is the result of desirable 
characteristics or virtue in the object of love that provokes the appeal toward that object. We 
see a beautiful scene and love a place, we see virtue in a person and love their character. 
We find joy in particular company and have affection for the group. This is NOT agape.  
 
The scripture says that “God commended His love toward us in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.” The inspiration, the motivation for that love did not come out of 
us, but out of God. Another scripture says that “God is love.” Love springs out of the very 
nature of His being. He loves us because He is God.  
 
What this means concerning us takes us back to our text. Christ asks the Father to produce 
in His disciples the same kind of love that proceeds from the Father. The love that we 
express as believers, especially for one another, is that kind of love. It proceeds, not from 
how much we like one another, not from decision or force of will, but out of the very Nature 
of God in His presence within us. 
 
According to Christ’s high priestly prayer, this is to be the greatest distinguishing mark of us 
as His followers. John 17:23 says that the world will know of Christ’s authenticity by the unity 
of His disciples. This is the direct result of the love of God flowing out of us and producing 
unity in spite of differences, conflicts and disagreements. We no longer have the right to 
hold grudges or be indifferent to the people of God. His nature is in us and we must reflect 
that in our lives. 


